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ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO EB-07 /018W 

067998 

R 010337Z MAR 76 
FM AMEMBASSY KABUL 
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UNCLAS KABUL 1526 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BTRA, AF 

SUB J : HARBISON- WALKER INTEREST IN AFGHAN CHROMITE 

REF: HARBISON-WALKER COMMERCIAL TELEGRAM OF FEBRUARY 26 

1 . MR. W.H. MCCRACKEN, MANAGER, RAW MATERIALS, HARBISON-WALKER 
REFRACTORIES INTERNATIONAL, PITTSBURGH, PA. HAS HAD EXCHANGE OF 
CORRESPONDENCE WITH EMBASSY SEEKING INFORMATION ON KNOWN CHROMITE 
DEPOSITS IN AFGHANISTAN. EMBASSY PROVIDED EXISTING INFORMATION 

AND REFTEL INDICATED MCCRACKEN AND TEAM PLAN TO VISIT AFGHANISTAN 
LATE MARCH TO INVESTIGATE DEPOSITS. PLEASE INFORM MCCRACKEN OF 
THE FOLLOWING. 

2. GOVERNMENT OF AFGHANISTAN (GOA) OFFICIALS STATE THAT 
AFGHANISTAN IS CURRENTLY CONTEMPLATING ESTABLISHMENT OF A STF.FEL 
INDUSTRY IN AFGHANISTAN AND HAS SUSPENDED CONSIDERATION OF 
EXPLOITATION OF CHROMITE DEPOSITS UNTIL STEEL DECISION MADE, AS 
CHROMITE COULD BE USED IN THAT INDUSTRY. AT THIS TIME, THEY ARE 
NOT PREPARED TO DISCUSS EXPLOITATION FOR EXPORT. HOWEVER, THEY 
UNDERSTAND THEY MAY NEED FOREIGN ASSISTANCE IN EXPLOITATION 

OF DEPOSITS FOR EITHER LOCAL USE OR EXPORT. WITH THAT 
UNDERSTANDING, THEY ARE PREPARED TO MEET WITH YOU IN 
LATE MARCH AND WILL ATTEMPT TO FACILITATE YOUR VISIT TO 
SITES, POSSIBLY WITH AFGHAN GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OFFICIALS. 

3. WEATHER IN LATE MARCH SHOULD BE EXCELLENT FOR SUCH FIELD 
VISITS. OFFICIAL GOA HOLIDAY FOR NEW YEAR (MARCH 21) IS LIKELY 
TO BE MARCH 18,19,20, AND 21, BUT NUMEROUS OFFICIALS TAKE 
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MARCH 27 SHOULD HAVE FULL COMPLEMENT, BUT ANY AFTER 
MARCH 22 WOULD BE POSSIBLE FOR YOURNZVISIT. M. HASHEM TOUFIQUI, 

PRESIDENT OF INDUSTRIES, MINISTRY OF MINES AND INDUSTRIES, 

HAS EXPRESSED INTEREST IN MEETING AND ASSISTING YOU. 

ELIOT 
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